Fees for public sector exhibitions

— Practitioners should be adequately paid in
recognition of their input into public non-selling
exhibitions. This includes payment of one or
more of the following, as appropriate to the
circumstance:

artist loan fees to a practitioner for the
loan of their own work

fees for the creation and/or installation of
a visual art, craft or design work, including
site specific or ephemeral work such as
audio-visual and performance art, when
these require the practitioner to create,
install or present the work on-site. These
fees should be calculated on labour costs

Artist loan fees are paid to practitioners for
the loan of their work to a public gallery in a
non-selling exhibition. These fees are paid in
recognition of the value being provided to the
public, and the potential loss of income to
practitioners while their work is on loan for a
short or long-term exhibition and not
available for sale. The fee relates to work
borrowed from the practitioner directly, and
not to work borrowed from a collector.

During the 1980s the Australia Council for the
Arts mandated the payment of artist fees by
all public galleries and exhibitions receiving
its funding. However, this requirement was
discontinued in 1997 from which time the

The schedule below is based upon calculating
a one artist, single venue rate and deriving
multiple venue and multiple artist rates from it.
CPI has been added to the $2,000 baseline
rate proposed in 2004 to arrive at the listed
figures.

These fees should be seen as a minimum
standard. Higher profile or more established
practitioners, as well as practitioners showing in
higher profile or better resourced public
galleries, should be able to negotiate higher
fees.

Larger galleries (venues) with multiple exhibition
spaces should ensure that each exhibition is
treated separately in the calculation of artist
loan fees. Therefore a gallery with three
concurrent solo exhibitions should pay the
appropriate single artist, single venue rate to
each practitioner. When an exhibition goes on
tour to multiple venues, the loan fee is usually
paid by the exhibition organising body as a flat
fee based on the length of time of the tour.
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